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Trade Winds Replaced By Warm, Humid Days 

 

Weather 
Review 

Weather conditions were fair to 
good for agriculture during the week 
ending Sunday, May 20. The 
sometimes gusty trade winds that 
were blowing the past few weeks 
was replaced by mostly calm, warm 
days. A trough of low pressure to 
the north of the State pushed a high 
pressure ridge over the islands and 
results in a light winded, convective 
weather pattern to develop. As a 
result, most days were warm and 
humid. Convective showers 
produced some light to moderate 
afternoon showers in isolated 
sections. Clear nights allowed 
temperatures to cool overnight. 
Irrigated crops made mostly good 
progress. Some non-irrigated crops 
and pastures, particularly in the 
drier leeward areas, were showing 
signs of stress due to the dry 
weather.  
 

Hawaii County 
The Big Island experienced stable 
weather during the week. Hilo and 
Puna districts had mostly cloudy 
skies, light winds, and sunny 
periods. The light showers kept soil 
moisture adequate. Farm 
operations were active during the 
week. The Hamakua District 
experienced frequent sunny periods 
and light winds. In Waimea, 
Lalamilo experienced light winds, 

sunny days and mostly dry weather. 
Puukapu had sunny mornings and 
cloudy afternoon periods. Soil 
moisture was low and heavy 
irrigation was required in both 
areas. North Kohala was mostly 
sunny and dry. Lower pastures in 
Hawi and Kapaau were turning 
brown. Weather conditions in Kona 
were sunny in the mornings and 
cloudy in the afternoons. Upper 
central and south Kona sections 
received isolated, but light 
afternoon showers. More showers 
are needed to restore soil moisture 
to adequate levels. North Kona 
remained dry. Ka`u coastal sections 
were dry with very low moisture. 
Higher interior sections had cloudy 
afternoon skies with isolated light 
showers. The Volcano area had 
high cloud cover and very light, 
misty rain. More showers were 
needed as soil moisture was low. 
 

Maui County 
Maui County continued to be mostly 
sunny and fair with some light early 
morning rain falling in some isolated 
windward-facing areas. The 
reduction in overall rainfall 
throughout the County has begun to 
dry out the general landscape in 
some areas. Low elevation sections 
along the leeward coast have 
mostly dry vegetation. Central 
sections of Maui also showed signs 
of drying out except for irrigated 
sugarcane fields. Trade winds have 

helped to minimize stress from 
warm day time temperatures. The 
longer day length and reduce 
precipitation have generally 
required increased irrigation for 
most crops to maintain steady 
progress. 
 

Honolulu County 
Weather conditions were fair to 
good for crop progress during the 
week. Days were mostly sunny and 
dry with high temperatures and 
humidity for most of the week. 
Isolated heavy showers fell in the 
Waianae crop growing area on 
Sunday night slowing field activities 
early in the week. However, dry 
conditions prior to the rains allowed 
fields to dry quickly and harvesting 
activities to resume. Windward and 
central Oahu crop growing areas 
experienced mostly dry days with 
occasional light showers. 
Temperatures were moderate to 
high with light to variable winds. 
Heavy irrigation was necessary to 
ensure normal crop development. 
Most fruit and vine crops made fair 
to good progress with the trade 
winds keeping fields dry and in 
good condition. Orchard crops 
made fair to good progress during 
the week. Leafy crops made fair 
progress as the high temperatures 
caused an increase in insect 
populations. Spraying for insect 
infestation and control of diseases 
were on regular schedules. 



Hawaii Weekly Crop Weather (continued) 
 

 

Kauai County 
Weather conditions for Kauai were 
fair to good for crop progress during 
the week. Warm temperatures, light 
winds, high humidity, and rains at 
the upper elevations prevailed over 
most of the island. An approaching 
high pressure system caused winds 
to be light and variable with 
increasing intensity by the 
weekend. Weeks of dry weather in 
the crop growing areas made heavy 
irrigation necessary to ensure 
continued normal crop 
development. Most orchard and 
fruit crops made good progress with 
the current weather conditions. 
Spraying for insect and disease 
control was on a regular schedule. 
Pastures, especially in the leeward 
section of the island, were dry with 
fair to poor grass growth. Windward 
pastures were in fair condition with 
light showers during the month kept 
grass growth and old feed 
available.  
 

Agricultural 
Highlights 

Fruits 
Banana 
Banana orchards in windward 
sections of Hawaii Island continued 
to make good progress. Soil 
moisture was adequate. Sunny and 
warm conditions benefited fruit and 
orchard growth. Disease incidences 
have remained stable. Banana 
Bunchy Top incidences remain 
isolated in the Puna and Kona 
areas. Oahu orchards were in fair to 
good condition. Fields in windward 
Oahu were in fair condition with 
light to moderate harvesting as 
Banana Bunchy Top virus 
continued to keep production down. 
Leeward and central Oahu fields 
continued to make fair to good 
progress and were also slowed by 
Banana Bunchy Top damage. 
Irrigation levels remained at 
moderate to heavy levels during the 
week due to the relatively dry 

weather. Fruit development and 
ripening continued to make good 
progress with the sunny days and 
warmer temperatures. Kauai’s 
orchards were in fair to good 
condition. 

Papaya 
Orchards in the lower Puna area of 
the Big Island were in good to fair 
condition. Light showers helped to 
provide some soil moisture.  
However, more showers are 
needed. In the lower Kapoho area, 
large orchards had trees that were 
too tall for commercial harvest. 
Recently planted orchards made 
slower progress due to the dry 
conditions. Spraying for weed and 
disease control was on-going. 
Orchards on Kauai continued to 
make fair to good progress during 
the week. Spraying to contain 
insect populations continued on a 
regular schedule and was keeping 
infestations manageable. 
 

Vegetables 
Head Cabbage 
The Big Island’s Waimea crop was 
in generally good to fair condition. 
Medium-sized heads were 
harvested. Hot and dry conditions 
required heavy irrigation. Insect and 
disease damage was generally 
light. The Maui head cabbage crop 
continued to make steady progress. 
Warmer growing conditions have 
increased crop growth and 
development, but it has also 
encouraged increased insect 
pressure in the major growing 
areas. Borders of fields were drying 
out and insects and wildlife were 
feeding on irrigated fields. So far, 
losses have been kept to a 
minimum, but it may become 
increasingly more difficult to control 
with the warmer months 
approaching. Overall, Maui’s head 
cabbage crop was in fair condition. 
On Oahu, new plants were in good 
condition. Insect infestations were 
at light levels and mostly under 
control. 

 
Sweet Corn 
The Big Island’s young crop made 
steady progress. Sunny days and 
adequate soil moisture benefited 
crop growth. On Oahu, beneficial 
weather conditions allowed plants 
to make good progress and boost 
market supplies from central Oahu 
fields. Windward fields made good 
progress during the week and are 
expected to continue with moderate 
harvesting. 

Dry Onions 
Maui’s dry onion crop continued to 
benefit from the current weather 
conditions. The long days and 
warm temperatures encouraged 
good growth and development 
especially for maturing fields. Yields 
were good and are expected to be 
steady for several weeks. The lack 
of rainfall has reduced the 
occurrence of quality defects in the 
field. Developing fields were 
showing good steady progress. 
Overall, the dry onion crop was in 
fair to good condition.  
 

Miscellaneous 
Ginger Root 
Plantings in the eastern sections of 
the island of Hawaii made steady 
progress. Sunny and warm days 
benefited crop growth. Light 
showers provided just enough 
moisture to sustain growth. ■ 
 
 



Monthly Trend for Selected Stations
Comparison of 2007 cumulative monthly and annual totals with average monthly totals for selected stations. 1/
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Precipitation for week ending May 20, 2007
Daily, weekly, and year-to-date precipation totals for selected Hawaii stations.1/
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